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side; it  had become very hard, and gradually, but  steadily, dilnl- 
nished in size. The larger portion of the tmnour, however, occupy- 
ing the right side of the neck, remained stationary. I t  appeared, 
indeed, as if  it  had grown somewhat larger;  but  this was not cer- 
tain. A third and last seton was passed through this portion of' 
the turnout in the month of April,  1846; its direction was up- 
wards and outwards, so as to take in the longer axis of the swelling. 
This seton was tbur times larger than the previous one; it  was 
passed with a large packing-needle, with the edges and point pro- 
perly ground. After  sixteen days the seton was withdrawn, the sup- 
puration being then very considerable. Finally, after four months 
more, the entire tmnour had so much lessened, that it  might be con- 
sidered as cured. The entire process occupied between eight and 
nine months. 

At  the present time (January,  1847) the eye cannot detect any 
tumour, but  to the toueh one remains, which is probably the size of a 
small chesnut. There is no deformity whatever, and very trifling 
marks of where the setons had been passed. The patier~t, too, feels 
no difficulty of swallowing, at least none that  causes any inconve- 
nience. 

As I wish here to confine myself merely to the facts of this case, 
I have purposely omitted the consideration of several points which 
might fairly admit of discussion ; such as the nature of the tumour;  
the question of a nmre general use of this plan, after the more ordi- 
nary means have failed, part icularly iodine; the nature of the dys- 
phagia, as to whether i t  was nervous or mechanical; the causes of 
those enlargements, and other points connected with the subject in 
a general way. I t  is to Quadri, of Naples, that we are indebted for 
the plan of treatment put  in force in the present case. Not being 
certain of what the result of the treatmen~ would here be, I did 
not take the precaution of getting a cast of the tumour when it  
was of large size. This, probably, is of less consequence, as the pa- 
tient has been seen by several gentlemen, to whom I may here refer. 
Dr. Clarke, of Herbert-street,  saw her repeatedly ; he took much in- 
terest in the case, and kindly gave me his assistance. A t  a late 
stage, and after all the setons were withdrawn, the patient was seen 
by several physicians and surgeons of this city. 

Caries of the Cranium ending fatally. By R. R. GSLSTON, M. D., 
Surgeon to the County and City of Limerick Infirmaries. 

MARGARET Mac Namara, aged 25, married, was admitted into the 
Limerick Infirmary in September, 1846 : states that six months pre- 
viously she perceived a small tumour on the upper part  of the occi- 
pital  bone, which has since gradually increased to its present size, 
that  of'a duck's egg. She never experienced any pain or inconve- 
nience from it, but, in consequence of its increased bulk, she applied 
for advice, and became an external patient at the hospital about a 
month previous to the date of her admission. Local applications 
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proving ineffectual, a small opening with a lancet was made into 
the tumour, when a bloody fluid issued from it, but  it  soon again 
regained its usual size. 

On the 17th of September she was admitted into hospital; her 
general health seems good; states that she has never suffered from 
any illness, nor experienced any in jury  which could cause the tu-  
mour ; says that she has never had syphilis, nor does she present 
any appearance of that disease; catamenia regular ;  has had one 
child ; is of a strumous habit, and the only unusual symptom which 
is remarked since the commencement of the swelling is deafness of 
both ears. The tumour was laid open through its entire length, 
for the purpose of allowing it to heal by granulation, when the scal- 
pel was found to sink deeper than it ought, and on examination i t  
was found that  the bone beneath had been completely absorbed to 
a considerable extent, together with the membranes of the brain. 
Some blood and thick pulpy matter came from the wound. She did 
not appear to experience any particular change from this operation. 
Al l  her faculties, both mental and physical, remain quite perfect ; 
persists in her statement that she has never suffered from headachs, 
bu t  says that  she has been long in the habit of carrying heavy 
weights on her head; pulse eighty;  pupils natural ;  the wound was 
l ightly dressed, and a purgative administered. 

18th. Ten o'clock, .~. 5~. a considerable change for the worse 
has taken place ; she complains of great headach ; pupils are con- 
t racted;  pulse l l 0 ,  very feeble, and braln-like matter  issues in 
large quantities from the wound. On visiting her at half-past six 
o'clock in the evening, her symptoms were found to have rapidly 
increased in severity: the stomach had become irr i table;  the deaf- 
ness much increased ; great debility present ; surface of the body 
cold; for the first time complains of pain in the back of her 
head ; has become incoherent, and answers questions in a very slug- 
gish manner. 

19th. Comatose; pupils natural  ; was delirious during the 
night, and affected with constant vomiting ; she died in the even- 
ing. 

This is a remarkable case, inasmuch as no symptom occurred 
during the tbrmation of the tumour in the scalp, and the absorption 
of the bones of the cranium and cerebral membranes, to indicate the 
extensive mischief which was going forward. She never had any 
interruption of her intellectual faculties, and continued to follow 
her usual laborious occupation up to the hour of her admission into 
~,he Infirmary. I t  shews how cautious we should be in opening 
or in any wise interfering with the tumours of the scalp, even when 
unattended with symptoms of any description. 

[Cases in which fatal consequences have followed, either re- 
motely or ilnmediately, upon surgical operations, are rarely recorded 
by practitioners, and much credit is due to Dr. Gelston tbr having 
brought the history of this case before his professional brethren. 

Dr. Gr has forwarded to us a portion of the cranium, and, 
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from the examination of it, we are only surprised how hfb coTtld 
have been prolonged under the circumstances for any lengda or' 
time. The caries extends both within and without the cranium for 
upwards of five inches in extent in the longitudinal, and tbur inches 
in the transverse diameter, and principally occupies the central por- 
tions of both parietal bones, and the superior angle of the occipital. 
An irregular aperture, three inches and a half by two and a half, 
exists, in which the bone is completely deficient, and the edges pre- 
sent the usual worm-eaten appearances of such eases : the rest of the 
bone is very compact and remarkably light. ] 'he head must have 
been very small and globular. There are some topics connected 
with the history of this case well worthy the attention of phrenolo- 
gists. The site of the caries is that on which head-burdens arc 
usually carried.--ED.] 

Case of  Softening o.f the Heart in a Person who was believed to hare 
died of  Starvation and .Exhaustion. By B. G. DArT.~y, M. D. 
Coolock. 

ON the 4th of January,  1847, I was requested by the coroner to 
examine the body of an elderly female, who was reported to have 
died of want and starvation in this neighbourhood. The history of 
the case was shortly this : she was a poor woman, who obtained her 
living by wandering about from place to place, and was in the habit 
occasionally of stopping a day or two in the house in which she died. 
She had come there three days before the above date, and com- 
plained of much weakness, and was suffering, as the people in the 
cabin said, from " a  kind of asthma." She had some tea to drink, 
but  eat nothing. She died on the 3rd instant, apparently from ex- 
haustion. On opening the chest, the lungs appeared healthy, and 
collapsed sl ightly;  there was no water in the pericardium, the 
heart was larger than natural, the auricles greatly distended and 
full of blood. On lifting up the apex to see the size of the heart, 
my finger went through the substance of the left auricle, and this 
with a very slight pressure indeed; out of the rent made by my 
finger poured a great quantity of fluid blood which f l ied the peri-  
cardimn ; the r ight  auricle was in the same condition, l i terally 
choked with fluid blood, and in this auricle i t  was of a very clark 
colour; but  the most remarkable character was the softened state of 
the walls of both auricles, particularly the left ; they were of the 
same colour and as friable as the liver, and not unlike portions of 
lung affected with puhnonary apoplexy. The increased size of the 
heart appeared chiefly made up by the great dilatation and disten- 
tion of the auricles ; the ventricles did not appear larger than natu- 
ral ;  they were empty of blood, and their muscular structure was ~t 
a pale colour. 

The viscera of the abdomen were generally healthy, the stomach 
was contracted, and nothing in i t  but  half a pint of a dark coloured 
fluid; the intestines in parts wcre occupied by the same. The 
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